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Into the Wild Blue Yonder: Nevada “High Rollers” deploy 
overseas this holiday season

NEVADA AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE, 
RENO, Nev. --  

Members of the 152nd Airlift Wing, Nevada Air 
National Guard, will be spending this holiday sea-
son overseas as they deployed earlier this week as 
part of the guard’s federal mission requirements.

Aircrew, maintainers and logistics readiness 
squadron Airmen will provide theater airlift and 
aerial delivery throughout the U.S. Africa Com-
mand (AFRICOM) Area of Responsibility (AOR) 
for about four months, the unit’s first Air Expedi-
tionary Force deployment since 2018.

“I am proud and inspired by all the Airmen de-
ploying overseas this holiday season,” said Col. 
Jeremy Ford, 152nd Airlift Wing commander. 
“With the challenges thrown at us over the histori-
cal last few years including the COVID-19 pan-
demic and two record setting wildfire firefighting 
seasons, this is just another example of how dedi-
cated these Airmen are and how necessary the Na-
tional Guard is.” CLICK HERE FOR COMPLETE STORY
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Airmen from the Nevada Air National Guard board an Omni Air 
International Boeing 777 prior to departing for a deployment at 
the Nevada Air National Guard Base, Reno, Nevada, Nov. 28, 
2021. The Airmen will be assigned to the U.S. Africa Command 
Area of Responsibility to provide theater airlift and aerial delivery 
of personnel, supplies, vehicles or other palletized cargo. (U.S. 
Air National Guard photo by Airman First Class Thomas Cox)

A screen shot of the new 152nd Airlift Wing’s new look.

High Rollers Honored at University of Nevada Reno Football Game

Updated look for the base public page

By Airman 1st Class Thomas Cox
152nd Airlift Wing Public Affairs

RENO, Nev. – Two Nevada C-130 pilots were hon-
ored during the coin-toss ceremonies at the University 
of Nevada, Reno (UNR) versus U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy (USAFA) football game at Mackay Stadium, No-
vember 19, 2021. 

Lt. Col. Michael Fugett, 192nd Airlift Squadron 
commander and C-130 pilot, stood with the team cap-
tains from USAFA, where he is proudly a class of 2000 
graduate. Whereas Capt. Kevin Porter, C-130 pilot, 
2008 UNR graduate and previous Wolfpack starting 
linebacker, stood side by side with his alma mater dur-
ing the coin toss. 

The pilots were honored in front of all the fans for 
all the work that they have done with the guard in sup-

Community News

Leaving loved ones during this time of year 
yielded no shortfall of hugs, kisses and tears as the 
Airmen prepared to depart.

A reception put on by Fred Barton, the base’s 
Airman and Family programs manager, Key 
Spouses and services was held for families, friends 
and loved ones at the base before those deploying 
boarded their plane.

“Although we consistently train to maintain a 
certain level of readiness to meet state and federal 
mission requirements, there was a lot of additional 
effort necessary to ensure this deployment kicked 
off without any issues,” said Ford. “Those efforts 
required support from across our entire wing and 
also from family and loved ones of our Airmen, 
truly a team effort.”

Utilizing the C-130 Hercules aircraft, the Air-
men will be able to provide theater airlift and aer-
ial delivery of personnel, equipment, vehicles, or 
any other palletized cargo throughout the AFRI-
COM AOR.

Multicultural Awareness
By Master Sgt. Adam Willett
152nd Airlift Wing Equal Opportunity Office

Equal Opportunity News

Since 1968, the Department of Defense (DOD) has 
supported ethnic observances through the develop-
ment of local programs and many diverse activities. 
The Department’s goal is to understand others’ per-
spectives, to broaden our own, and to fully experience 
and educate ourselves. 

Cultural celebrations foster respect and open-
mindedness for other cultures, and provide an oppor-
tunity where diverse perspectives, cultures and values 
are accepted, appreciated, and celebrated. Knowledge 
is the key to acceptance. 

Celebrating our differences, as well as our com-
mon interests, helps unite and educate us. Activities 
are designed to enhance cross-cultural awareness and 
promote harmony among all military members, their 
families, and the civilian work force. These activities 
are extensions of our equal opportunity, diversity and 
inclusion education, and training objectives. 

The recognition of a common humanity is the first 
step in the celebration of our differences - differences 
that inform our cultures, our values, our minds, and 
all our ways of being in the world. 

As the Nation’s largest employer, the DOD encour-
ages all members to accept the responsibility to be 
actively involved in addressing the educational, eco-
nomic, cultural, and societal needs of all Americans. 

Through multicultural celebrations, not only do we 
become more aware of others’ culture, we gain a sense 
of pride for the diversity of our own culture.

If you would like more information on how to cel-
ebrate diversity in your work area please visit www.
deomi.org or contact the 152 Equal Opportunity Of-
fice in BLDG 56 Room 16, call 788-4649, or email 
Master Sgt. Adam Willett, EO Director, adam.willett@
us.af.mil.

port of both federal missions as well as missions here 
at home.

Both Fugett and Porter were activated this summer 
as part of the guard’s response to yet another historical 
year of wildfires in the region. Porter is also deploying 
this holiday season with other members of the 152nd 
Airlift Wing to provide theater airlift and aerial deliv-
ery in the U.S. Africa Command Area of Responsibil-
ity. 

Late that Friday night, the game came to a close 
with Fugett leaving victorious. The Air Force’s Falcons 
defeated Nevada’s Wolfpack 41-39 in a narrow triple 
overtime win.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS NEWS

https://einvitations.afit.edu/inv/anim.cfm?i=620759&k=0463420E7E5E

Mark your calendar! As the New Year approaches so does New Beginnings!
January 13, 2022, the ANG Command Chief, Chief Maurice L. Williams will be

releasing the first episode his of Podcast and our very own SMSgt Sosa will be featured:

13 WAYS TO LEAD

The 152nd Airlift Wing Public Page was one of the 
first websites across the Air Force, Space Force and Air 
National Guard to be migrated to the newly designed 
Air Force theme. The migration took place the week of 
November 15-19, 2021.

Public Affairs Office closed its doors to accom-
plish this task. The 152nd Airlift Wing’s public-facing 
page has over 35 sub-pages. Redesigning took much 
thought and consideration by the team. For example, 
many changes were made to allow both a web-based 
look and a mobile look—thereby making the site more 
accessible across all platforms.

From the home page to the “members” section—
the site contains a plethora of information for all. In 
the near future, there will be a brand new “Free Re-
sources” section. This should assist all Airmen when 
they are seeking help with topics from suicide pre-

vention and sexual assault to financial and retirement 
planning—and everything in between. The new site 
also has a quick link at the top with a base phone di-
rectory among many other features.

“This new, modern look helps bring our wing and 
the way we share information into the future,” said 
Airman 1st Class Thomas Cox, 152nd Airlift Wing 
Public Affairs Specialist, who was a part of the re-
design team. “We now don’t only appeal only to long 
time members of the guard, but also younger Airmen 
and members of the public.”

Public Affairs is always open to suggestions on how 
the website can be improved. Please submit your sug-
gestions and feedback through the group mailbox: 
152.aw.pa.public.affairs@us.af.mil.

   

      Christmas Angel trees 

BRINGING CHRISTMAS JOY TO KIDS 

IN THE LOCAL AREA 
   We will be sponsoring two Angel Trees this year.  The first is the 

Salvation Army Angel tree.  I will not be displaying individual tag ideas 
this year but the tags are not for a specific child but are only 
suggestions, so choose any gift you would like to give.  In my 

experience, gifts for kids ages 9-17 are the most needed.  If you would 
like to participate, please bring in an unwrapped gift.   Drop off 

location is in the Finance Office.   Drop off deadline for The Salvation 
Army Angel Tree is 16 December. 

Our second Angel Tree is for homeless or extremely disadvantaged high 
school students in our local area.  The HS kids have filled out their 

wishes on tags and you may pick up those tags from me in the finance 
office.  If you would like to participate, please drop off at the finance 

office by 13 Dec. 
 
If you would like to contribute to either Angel Tree but do not have 
time to shop, please contact MSgt Caroline Cousineau in the finance 
office or call 788-4684.    
 
 

 

NEVADA NATIONAL GUARD ASSOCIATION

Greetings from your Nevada National Guard As-
sociation and Nevada Enlisted Association:

Apologies up front for the long email with a lot of 
information.

First the your associations NNGA and NVEAN-
GUS would like to invite you to the 2022 State Con-
ference and Military Ball. 

Friday April 8th we will kick of the weekend with 
the Army vs. Air Golf tournament at Lakeridge golf 
course Friday morning, Friday evening we will have a 
social hour at the Silver Legacy Reno Ballroom from 
1800-2100

Saturday April 9th we will have a stars and bars 
breakfast for all company grade officer starting at 0830 
at the Silver Legacy in the Silver Baron A, starting at 
0930 we will conduct the state conference where we 
will hear from many leaders and have updates from 
both associations.

Saturday evening we will have the Military Ball 
starting at 1800.

There will be room blocks available at the Silver 
Legacy Friday and Saturday night at $102/night

Future emails will have links to register for golf, the 
state conference and the military ball.

The Nevada National Guard Association is host-
ing the NGAUS Conference in Reno, NV in August of 
2023 and we need everyone’s help if we are going to be 
successful. We are looking for volunteers to be Con-
ference Committee Chairs. If selected to be a commit-
tee chair for 2023, NNGA will  pay for your travel to 

Columbus Ohio for NGAUS 2022 as well as lodging 
and conference registration fee. The following are the 
committees we need to establish:

Transportation 
Hotel
Golf
Spouse Lunch
TAG Spouse Lunch
All States / Welcome Dinner
Fun Run
Operations
SGT of Arms
Registration 

Attached is the Super Remarkable Deal to become 
a digital lifetime member of NGAUS the cost is now 
$500 but wait it gets better if you sign up before March 
31--NNGA will cover $250 of the membership and 
make you a life member of NNGA as well. 

Finally, the NNGA will have 3 board positions up 
for re-election at the state conference, 1 Air position 
and 2 Army positions.

COL Jerome Guerrero is the past president until 
April when he will step away from the board to focus 
in his new position on the NGAUS board

Lt. Col. Shaun Cruze has been elected by the board 
to be the President of NNGA.

Thank you, Shaun
President, NNGA

Military Ball | 2022 NNGA State Conference

By Senior Master Sgt. Paula Macomber
152nd Airlift Wing Public Affairs

By Lt. Col. Shaun Cruze
President, Nevada National Guard Association

$5/ea (Cash Preferred)

Eggs, Hash Browns, Cheese, and Bacon (optional)

POC: SMSgt Jennifer Harrell  (775-788-4647)

Saturday UTA – 4 December
0700-0900 (or sold out)

Main Entrance of the MXG Building

Brought to you by: 152d MXG Morale Committee

Greetings from your Nevada National Guard As-
sociation and Nevada Enlisted Association:

Apologies up front for the long email with a lot of 
information.

Please see the link for the Chief Master Sergeant 
Gerald L. Larson Nevada Air National Guard Schol-
arship – This is a great opportunity to work on your 
professional and personal development. 

The Chief Master Sergeant Gerald L. Larson Ne-
vada Air National Guard Scholarship provides sup-
port for active enlisted members of the Nevada Air 
National Guard or the dependent of active members 
to attend the University of Nevada, Reno.

Chief Larson served over 30 years, 1955 – 1988, as 
a Full-Time Guardsman and member of the Nevada 
Air National Guard. During that time, his main du-
ties were in the Military Personnel Field where he was 
involved with Enlisted Recruiting, Officer Appoint-
ments, the Pilot and Navigator Training Program, 
Enlisted and Officer Promotions, and most other as-

Scholarship Opportunity 
By Lauren M. Renda
Community Foundation of Western Nevada

pects of the Field of Personnel. During January 1968, 
the Nevada Air National Guard called to active duty 
in the USAF as part of President Johnson’s response 
to the Pueblo Crisis and he was deployed to Suwon 
Air Base South Korea. Chief Larson was named the 
Outstanding Senior NCO of the Nevada Air National 
Guard for 1979. Chief Larson was the first President of 
the Nevada Chapter of the Enlisted Association of the 
United States. Governor Bob Miller issued a Procla-
mation proclaiming May 8, 1998, as “A Day In Honor 
of Gerald L Larson’s Outstanding Service to the State 
of Nevada”.

https://nevadafund.org/scholarships/chief-master-
sergeant-gerald-l-larson-nevada-air-national-guard-
scholarship

Lauren M. Renda
Program Officer
Community Foundation of Western Nevada
Phone 775-333-5499 | Fax 775-333-5487
nevadafund.org
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